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Greetings Lacemakers, 
 

I hope you all are doing well and getting a lot of lacemaking done. 

 

Did you all enjoy the Uncon 2020 convention?  It was a very different 

way to participate, nothing like being at the normal conventions.  I 

liked the vendor room having the online vendors all in one place, 

though I don't much care for online shopping.  I did purchase a grab 

bag of lace books. I will do some reviews and share them in 

upcoming newsletters.  Most of them were in a foreign language so 

it may take me a while. 
 

I have not done much bobbin lace but have been busy tatting.  I 

designed a cross pattern to make 6 crosses for the graduates at our 

Church and one for my sister for her birthday.  There is a picture of 

the trial piece I made and the pattern included in this newsletter.  It 

makes me appreciate all the designers out there.  It is not an easy 

task to design a pattern.   
 

Thank you to everyone who has been sending pictures of your work 

in progress. We appreciate all your hard work and like seeing 

pictures of what you are up to since we still cannot get together face 

to face.  
 

I hope everyone is staying healthy and I pray we can see each other 

again very soon. 
 

Julie  

President of the Show Me Lacemakers 
 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:showmelacemakers@gmail.com
http://www.showmelace.org/
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IOLI 2020 Annual Convention:  
 

Hopefully you were able to take advantage of the special events during the week of 

July 19-25 especially the three presentations.  If you weren’t able to, you can still 

watch them.  Go to www.internationalorganizationoflace.org , click on “IOLI UnCon 

2020”, then click on “Speakers” at the top, and then click on the speaker that you want 

to watch.  You may have to sign in as a member, so you will need your IOLI 

membership number that is on the back of your Bulletin above your name.  

Presentation 1:  South African lacemaker/artist Pierre Fouché. 

 

 

 

Reminder that all Show Me Lacemaker 

gatherings are on hold until further notice. 
 

http://www.internationalorganizationoflace.org/
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Presentation 2:  Máire Treanor a lacemaker from Ireland. 
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Presentation 3:  Elena Kanagy–Loux is the Collections Specialist at the Antonio Ratti 
Textile Center at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. 
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IOLI Speakers:  
 

There is a presentation that was given after the IOLI convention and is open to the 
public.  Go to www.internationalorganizationoflace.org.  Click on “Lace Speakers” and 
then the word “Link”. 

“Through the desire to innovate within current fashion systems of production, Kara 
Quinteros designs around utilizing traditional techniques of bobbin lace to create zero 
waste, soil-to-soil, ethical and socially responsible garments while preserving a form of 
traditional craft. Using a transparent supply chain, from the raw materials to the 
finishing, each step of the system is heavily considered and designed upon. All hand-
made, the collection is a labor of love, passion, and dedication to craft. In this 
show/talk, she will go over her ideation, system of making, and where she hopes to 
take this methodology in the future.”  Description from the IOLI website. 
 

 
 

http://www.internationalorganizationoflace.org/
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Look at what our members have been doing: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Janet is becoming a 

spider expert. (left) 

Joan bought Victoria Ong's new Oya Fan 

pattern 

(https://www.flowersinthreads.com/pro

duct-page/lace-edging-for-beginners-

fan-flower-pattern).  After taking her 

class, Joan felt more comfortable 

tackling her new pattern!  (below) 

Below is her first and second trys. 

 

 

 

https://www.flowersinthreads.com/product-page/lace-edging-for-beginners-fan-flower-pattern
https://www.flowersinthreads.com/product-page/lace-edging-for-beginners-fan-flower-pattern
https://www.flowersinthreads.com/product-page/lace-edging-for-beginners-fan-flower-pattern
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Shirley is working on Ulrike’s Snow Star.  The pattern has 48 different Mechlin grounds.  
So far Shirley has completed 4 of them. 
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Julie has created a new “Tatting Pattern for 20 Rings A Cross 2020” 
 

     
 

 

Penelope Stitch: 

The following article came from the Oregon Trail Lacemakers newsletter.  Their 

newsletter is always delightful. 
 

A couple of months two ago there was a short, interesting exchange on the Bobbin 

Lace Makers Facebook page, in which a person mentioned having done the Penelope 

Stitch. Another lacemaker of many decades’ experience commented along the lines of, 

"I have looked through every book I have and can find no mention of the Penelope 

Stitch. How do you make that?” The answer is that it is a cute/clever way of saying 

unlacing, reverse lacing, de-lacing, going backwards, undoing. . . . based on the Greek 

myth about Penelope, the wife of the hero Odysseus in Greek mythology. 
 

The myth in brief (there are several versions):  When the suitors for the hand of Helen 

were gathered at the court of Tyndareus, Odysseus realized that the odds were very 

slim that he would become Helen's future husband. So, he advised the king to call for 

an oath, the Oath of Tyndareus, according to which all suitors would protect the groom 
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and the bride no matter what the outcome...but in exchange, Odysseus asked to marry 

Penelope.   
 

Helen was kidnapped (or eloped, according to some accounts) by Paris of 

Troy, so the Oath of Tyndareus was invoked and everyone was summoned to fight 

against the Trojans; in order to honor his pledge, Odysseus left Penelope and his 

newborn son to fulfill his pledge. The Trojan War lasted ten years, and then it took 

Odysseus yet another ten to return home to Ithaca, 565 nautical miles away. 

Although in those twenty years, he was not faithful to Penelope, he expected her to 

remain faithful to him and devised ways of testing her.   
 

While most had thought Odysseus dead, Penelope still hoped he would return and had 

managed to keep all of her 108 suitors (seeking her beauty, wealth, and status) at bay. 

She created a cunning plan wherein she agreed to choose a suitor once she finished 

weaving a burial shroud for her father-in-law, Laertes; however, every night, she would 

undo part of the shroud in order to never finish weaving it, a ruse revealed by one of 

her servants. Penelope then invented another ruse by saying she would marry the 

suitor who was able to string Odysseus' bow and shoot an arrow through twelve axe 

heads, a task she knew only her husband could achieve. None of the suitors could 

complete the task, but Odysseus, disguised as a beggar, was successful. He revealed 

himself and killed off all the suitors.   
 

Still not believing that this was her husband, Penelope told him to command the 

servant to move their bed. Odysseus protested saying that it was impossible as one of 

the legs of the bed was part of a living olive tree.  Penelope finally accepted that he 

really was her husband, and the couple were reunited.       

      
 

Penelope by Franklin Simmons, marble, 1896. On 

display at the De Young Museum in San Francisco. 
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IOLI Convention 2023: 
 
Joan Thomas has asked if the Dogwood Lace Guild (Arkansas), Lacemakers Guild of 
Oklahoma (Oklahoma), and Show Me Lacemakers (Missouri) would be willing to go in 
together to do the IOLI Convention in 2023.  This would be as co-hosts with IOLI.  IOLI 
has an IOLI Convention Administration Committee (ICAC) that takes care of the red 
tape paperwork and finances.  They file the tax return, pay the expenses, collect the 
income, and sign all of the contracts.  The responsibilities of the three charter chapters 
would include:  Providing suggestions for teachers, tours, meals, activities, and 
speakers; Making site visits to local hotels that the consultant and ICAC Chair have 
identified as potential convention sites and evaluate these potential locations for the 
convention’s suitability; Planning and organizing many aspects of the convention 
including making classroom assignments, developing the convention schedule, 
planning and organizing tours and activities; Working with counterparts from the ICAC 
on finance, registration, publicity, teachers, and vendors.   
 
What do you think?  Would you be willing to work on having a convention close to us?  
Please let Shirley (showmelacemakers@gmail.com ) know if you have any questions.   
 

Getting Ready for Christmas 2020: 
 
What about making something in lace for Christmas within the next two months to get 
an early start on your Christmas?   It would be great if you would email a picture of 
your finished lace with a paragraph about where you got the pattern, who designed 
the pattern, who you made the Christmas item for, what type of lace, how long it took 
you to make the item, and anything else that you would like to include.  You can make 
more than one item, and you can make items for yourself.  Please email to 
showmelacemakers@gmail.com .   
 
That will give our other members potential ideas for Christmas gifts.  Most of us are 
always looking for new ideas for Christmas.  Please share your ideas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:showmelacemakers@gmail.com
mailto:showmelacemakers@gmail.com
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Remember Show Me 

Lacemaker’s member 

Kelli Slack when you 

need lacemaking 

supplies.  Kelli’s 

business partner Tina 

Johnson is also a 

member of the Show 

Me Lacemakers. 


